Mozambique volumes
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reight volumes through Maputo and
F the other Mozambican pors are

reaching the “tipping point™ afier
which volumes will grow very rapidly, says
VMaersk Mozambigue managing  director
Christopher Crookall.

That growth will happen when shippers
reahise they can “save sisnificantly today by
shipming thronsh Mapmo,™ he says.
perstrs 3 feader service from
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e, be savs, “there will be ‘direct
mechons 10 the rest of the world.”
il she back of direct services and the
soomommes of scale of larger vessels are
~ehitime factors at present, Crookall believes
tux these problems are in the process of
heme solved.
4s the Maputo corridor becomes more
. the demand for direct services
r=zses and hence the likely retums make
aoch 2 service increasingly viable.
The port is also busy sorting out its long-
-~ straregy and we are hopeful the channel
4eeh will be increased o accommodate the
re=r vessels.” The opening of the SADC

~orgers in 2010 will provide a further boost
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The Port of Maputo ... demand for direct
servicas increasing.

It will not all be transit cargo. Crookall is
also confident about the economic prospects
for Mozambique. “The country is enjoying
an 8-10% GDP growth, it has a young and
educated workforce, and there is strong IMF
and World Bank support.”

Crookall has a regional perspective as
Maersk's Maputo office manages operations
in Maputo, Beira, Nacala, Quelimane,
Lusaka, Harare, Lilongwe and Blantyre.

There 15 a strong emphasis on training
and empowerment. I is the Maersk mission
o have local people in senior posifions,”



