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MPAI(A- OBA ROUTE THE

CHEAPEST FOR EXPORTERS

By Hlengiwe Ndlovu
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LOCAL companies exporting
g00ds to overseas markets have
been awarded a more viable and
cost effective alternative route of
transparting cargo.

The recently refurbished Mpaka-
Goba railway being the shorest
foute to the nearest seaport in
Maputo has given exporters the
guarance of saving on transport
cosis.

Somme companies in the country
including the Rayal Swaziland
Sugar Association (RSSC) and
Sappi Usutho are: alrl:.niy u‘ing
this route to

Maputo originally ucasimg fuf

o e
{FORMATION SUPPLIED DY
DARD BANK SWAZILAND 1D,

But there are some companies
stll using the Durban routc which
is over 222k further than the
Gaba corridor,

Swaziland Railway Chicf
Executive Officer Gideon
Mailalela in a recent rail trip to
Maputo where the company had
invited sakeholders to expiore the
opportunities provided by this cor-
riddor said rail transport was cur-
rently the mast visble and least
expensive transport option.

sector stand a greater chance of
raking none profits through sav-
ings on transpart cosls when using
railways as compared to hose

terparts to pastner in the femying

versa, given that rail transport is
now one of the mast cost effective

Swaziland Railway CEO Gideon Mahialela enjoying the
train ride sponsored by the company for stakeholders
through the Goba corridor. (Pic: Hiengive Naiovu)

less equipment including wagons
is used in transporting goods, We
encourage husiniesses (o consider
this option because the mare say-
ings businesses make vn eperating
casts, the greater the profits,” he
said,

Mahlalela also highlighted the
Fact that fourists travelling through
Mpaka ta Maputo and Durban had
declared their liking of Mpaka as
the ather railway

couniries, travel and tourism has
since been enhanced with mose

stops. In fuct, he said & question:
naire whose objective wasto solic-
it informagion an the impression
received by tourists when travel-
ling through Mpaka actually

revealed that tourists love Mpaka
the mast as compared to the other
railway stops they go through.

In this regard, Mahlalcla said
there was necd to rejuvenate the
tourism industry as well as adopt
more aggressive marketing of rail
transport, particulasly the Goba
corridor ta increase more se of
this mode of transport.

Mahlalela recalled tha the Goba
route was actually used by
Swaziland to transport cargo from
Maputo from as early as thel 9705
where fuel, cement and ther
oo were imported by the coun-
ey from Mozambigue. But the
civil war in Maputo led to the dis-
ruption of somse of these apera-
tions becanse some railways were
destroyed during the war.

But sill. even during the war
some of the sugar produeed in
Swaziland went through Maputo,
even though Durban was now the
viable port of choice. Said
Mabhlalela: *The civil war in
Mozambigue resulied in compa-
nies pulling out in the transporta-
tion of cargo via Maputo and dhey
prefersed the Durban route instead.

But now we have campanies
which have since fully gone back
experting goods through Maputo
whilst others are revisiting this
decision.” said Mahlalela, further
assuring that the Goba corridar is

" now tire most viable and cost

effective route of choice for locals,
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