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‘Over E1 25m tor Mpaka-Goba railway corridor

L By Hleng,{wc Ndlovu

SWAZILAND railways has by far spent
over E125m in the refurbishment of the
Mpaka-Goba railway corridor.

Chief Exeeutive Officer Gideon Mahlalels

said the newly reflurbishment tracks have the

capacity 1o retain a good condition for the
next five decades. He said the company
decided to invest on the refurbishment of this
railway line after placing a coreful consideza-
tion in the stimulated and frequent usage of
this route. He said it was also envisaged that
in the near future, more companies are set to
m:th:Gommmdoras&mrpw:fﬂmdmm.
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Meanwhile, Mahlalela said with the country
contemplating on embarking on a fully
fledged iron ore mining industry, it was ikely
that this route would now be leaded with traf-
fic, hence the refurbishment exercise.
Meanwhile, the Southern African Railways
Amo:mnon(SAM) Chief Exccutive Officer
Bemard Dzaanda praised both the

Swaziland Railway and

Railway Chief Executive Officers for the sole
they had played in ensuring an efficient use of
rail ransport in SouﬂmmAﬁa::."'nu part-
nership between th

in the region. Mahlalcla i¢ also one of
sARA s founding members and his passion

pertinent in the dcvclopmmtofomcr courn-

g railways is very eommend-
able," he said,

s 3 .
ports and railways CEQ Joaquim Zucule.

Dizawanda said the Goba corridor was the
only railway which had managed to reach the
benchmarked expectations in the SADC
region. *This is encouraging because railways

were historically made to support economics
and they still offer the cheapest services, This
is very important for export development, and
the transportation of goods from Swaziland 1o
Maputo is em.‘lm'\y expected 1o increase and
improve,” he said

Dzawarba also montioned that Molawi had
developed problems with its railway system,
and this had resulied in that country incurring
over 5% of imperiation costs as a result of
transport. He said if the country had a fully
fledged railway industry, then Lhese casts
would have been significantly reduced
because mil TANSpor is very cost effective
compared te read transport

In another matter, the Mozambican High
Commissioner to Swaziland said the abolish-
ment of visa requirements between the two
countrics was the first step in reinforcing
cooperation, Speaking during the trzin ride
where the Swaziland Railway had invited
stakeholders 25 a first siep to exploring the
opportunitics provided by rail transport, he
said he was boarding a train for the first time
since 1978. This is because Mozambique's
rilways were destroyed during the ¢ivil war,
“The refurbishment of the corridor and the
commitment made by the two companies in
restoring this route s a good step taken
towards underiaking increased trade facilita-
tion and certaialy an inereased wsc af rail-
ways,” he said.

MAPUTO corridor logistics ini-
tiative Chief Executive Officer
Brenda Horne says a substantial
investment has been made by the
company and government in
rehabilitating railway lines and
‘seaports in Mozambique after
the devastating civil war.
She said a budget of aver Hm US
dolass had been specifically ded-
cated to this rehabilitation pro-
granime, which will result in some
ports in that country operating 24
hours.
In an interview, Home said another
300m US dollars had also been sct
aside to stimulate a mare robust
wrowth, expansicn and rehabilita-
tion of core terminals, which will
result in exlensive expansion of
sugar and container tenminals,
Thorne however alluded to the fact
 that the upgrading exercisc was
rather costly, but stated that with
increased trade facilitation, the
company hopes to recover the
funds invested in the dovelopment
of these railways and ports.
“We can not deny the fact that we
have spent a lot of money in reha-
bilitating our railways, aind espe-
cially the Goba corridor and the
only way we can manage 10 recov-
er this moncy is through an-

kets. Home also said th

D
Brenda Horne CEO of Maputg corridor lagistics initiative.

Swaziland,

and other 1€ said apart from that, the

e
One of the CFM directors makes his remarks in Mapuro

achieved by our company,” he said.

increased traflic in the use of this
route. But morc importantly the
rails were refurbished to ensure a
more efficient and faster transporta-

tion of locally praduced goods for
expart through Maputo is mone
viable, not only because of the
reduced transpart costs, but

tion of cargo to Maputa™, ‘because of the improvement in effi-

With these developments, cicncies,

Swaziland’s production and export  “Our company strives to offer

mdnslry mupecwdwgzw cffective and reliable services, and
fenci vith the ad ‘regional integra-

mlnfgwdi wnmeMapum tion, we want to ensure that there is

port to the country’s averseas mar-  more increased rade between

cauntrigs in the SADC region,” she
said.

Meanwhile, she said there was a
need to engage the public sector to
ensure that transit of goods is more
competitive,

The Chief Executive Officer of
Mozambican ports and railways
(CFM) Toaquim Zueule said the
company had dedicated 23m US
dollars in rehabilitating railways.

Mozambican rilway company had
also set aside a budget 1o train its
human resource, adding that toa
large extent, employecs were
trained through expertise from the
Swaziland Raslway.

“After the war, it was important for
s to leamn from our Swazi counter-
parts how they had managed to
grow their company. For s, such
expentise is impontant in ensuring
that sustainable growth is also

He said there was a drive by the
company in partnering with cargo |
owners for more increased invest-
ments.

He also alluded to the fact that rail +
transport is ene of the cheapest
maodes of transport, and that with
the ever csealating fucl costs
<xporters were set to make mean-
ingful savings if they chose to
utilise wains as their preferred.
maode of transport.




